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Art Unit: 3627 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Claim 1 

Claim 1 recites a commodity order issuing and accepting method, comprising 
inter alia: transmitting a second electronic document on which said transaction condition 
is described and which has a second input field for said order issuer's payment date to 
said order issuing device: inputting said order issuer's payment date into said second 
input field on said order issuing device: and transmitting said order issuer's payment 
date to said order accepting device, wherein said second electronic document 
comprises a formula for calculating a payment price based on said order issuer's 
payment date which is determined by said order issuer, and a due payment date, a 
delivery date, a maximum discount rate and a regular price which are determined by an 
order accepter, said formula complying with said transaction condition. 

The most closely applicable prior art of record is U.S. Patent No. 6,578,014 to 
Murcko, Jr. Murcko discloses a method and apparatus for effectuating post-transaction- 
priced transactions of information, goods, and services in exchange for money 
(abstract). Murcko discloses a buyer specifying an item request wherein the buyer 
indicates that he/she is willing to pay or an approximate amount or he/she can split 
between sellers (col. 27, lines 50-55). Murcko discloses a payment amount which 
stores the amount that the buyer decides to pay for the item and a payment date which 
stores the date on which the buyer assigns the payment amount for the item (col. 1 6, 
lines 58-61). Murcko also discloses a buyer can optionally provide guidance (Figure 17, 
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ref. no. 1 71 4) about what payment amount they might be willing to pay for the desired 
item (col. 27, lines 65- 67). Furthermore, Murcko also discloses a buyer has the ability 
to change payment amounts that he/she previously assigned, up to the time the 
payment is made; and a buyer can also raise a payment amount, but cannot lower it, 
once it is initially sets (col. 29, lines 15-21). Murcko discloses the buyer and sellers have 
the ability to optionally transact through traditional protocols such as auction, 
negotiation, buyer sets price before transaction, and sellers sets price before 
transaction (col. 29, lines 47-50). However, Murcko neither anticipates nor renders 
obvious in teaching a commodity order issuing and accepting method, comprising inter 
alia: transmitting a second electronic document on which said transaction condition is 
described and which has a second input field for said order issuer's payment date to 
said order issuing device: inputting said order issuer's payment date into said second 
input field on said order issuing device: and transmitting said order issuer's payment 
date to said order accepting device, wherein said second electronic document 
comprises a formula for calculating a payment price based on said order issuer's 
payment date which is determined by said order issuer, and a due payment date, a 
delivery date, a maximum discount rate and a regular price which are determined by an 
order accepter, said formula complying with said transaction condition . 

Benton et al. (U.S. Patent No. 4,926,325) neither anticipates nor renders obvious 
in teaching a commodity order issuing and accepting method, comprising inter alia: 
transmitting a second electronic document on which said transaction condition is 
described and which has a second input field for said order issuer's payment date to 
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said order issuing device: inputting said order issuer's payment date into said second 
input field on said order issuing device: and transmitting said order issuer's payment 
date to said order accepting device, wherein said second electronic document 
comprises a formula for calculating a payment price based on said order issuer's 
payment date which is determined by said order issuer, and a due payment date, a 
delivery date, a maximum discount rate and a regular price which are determined by an 
order accepter, said formula complying with said transaction condition . Benton teaches 
a system and method for carrying out funds data transfer between buyers and sellers in 
a common location, a local mode of operation, or at different locations in a remote mode 
(col. 2, lines 50-52; col. 2, lines 59- 61 ). Benton further teaches the prompting of the 
buyer to enter the date and time of the proposed transaction (col. 16, lines 38-40). The 
buyer is prompted to enter the authorization code and transaction amount (col. 9, lines 
42-44). The buyer is then prompted for a time and date after which the transaction is 
permitted to proceed (col. 9, lines 51-53). 

Claim 4 

Claim 4 recites a commodity order issuing and accepting system, comprising, 
inter alia: means for transmitting a second electronic document on which said 
transaction condition is described and which has a second input field for said order 
issuer's payment date from said order accepter side to said order issuer side: means for 
inputting said order issuer's payment date to said second input field on said order issuer 
side: and means for transmitting said order issuer's payment date from said order issuer 
side to said order accepter side, wherein said second electronic document comprises a 
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formula for calculating a payment price based on said order issuer's payment date 
which is determined by said order issuer, and a due payment date, a delivery date, a 
maximum discount rate and a regular price which are determined by an order accepter, 
said formula complying with said transaction condition . The commodity order issuing 
and accepting system is allowable over the prior art of record for reasons consistent 
with those identified above with respect to claim 1 . 

Claim 7 

Claim 7 recites a commodity order accepting apparatus, comprising, inter alia: 
means for transmitting a second electronic document on which said transaction 
condition is described and which has a second input field for said order issuer's 
payment date to said order issuer side: means for receiving said order issuer's payment 
date which have been input to said second input field on said order issuer side from 
said order issuer side, wherein said second electronic document comprises a formula 
for calculating a payment price based on said order issuer's payment date which is 
determined by said order issuer, and a due payment date, a deliver date, a maximum 
discount rate and a regular price which are determined by an order accepter, said 
formula complying with said transaction condition . The commodity order accepting 
apparatus is allowable over the prior art of record for reasons consistent with those 
identified above with respect to claim 1 . 

Claim 10 

Claim 10 recites a commodity order accepting apparatus, comprising, inter alia: 
when the receiving module receives said order issuer information and said commodity 
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order issuance information except for said order issuer's payment date from said order 
issuing device, the retrieving module retrieves a transaction condition corresponding to 
said commodity order issuance information and the transmitting module transmits a 
second electronic document on which said transaction condition is described and which 
has a second input field for said order issuer's payment date to said order issuing 
device, the receiving module receives said order issuer's payment date from said order 
issuing device, and wherein said second electronic document comprises a formula for 
calculating a payment price based on said order issuer's payment date which is 
determined by said order issuer, and a due payment date, a delivery date, a maximum 
discount rate and a regular price which are determined by an order accepter, said 
formula complying with said transaction condition . The commodity order accepting 
apparatus is allowable over the prior art of record for reasons consistent with those 
identified above with respect to claim 1 . 

Claim 37 

Claim 37 recites a commodity order issuing and accepting method, comprising, 
inter alia: transmitting a second electronic document on which said transaction condition 
is described and which has a second input field for said order issuer's payment date to 
said order issuing device: inputting said order issuer's payment date into said second 
input field on said order issuing device: transmitting said order issuer's payment date to 
said order accepting device, and wherein said second electronic document comprises a 
formula for calculating a payment price based on said order issuer's payment date 
which is determined bv said order issuer, and a due payment date, a deliver date, a 
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maximum discount rate and a regular price which are determined by an order accepter, 
said formula complying with said transaction condition. The commodity order issuing 
and accepting method is allowable over the prior art of record for reasons consistent 
with those identified above with respect to claim 1 . 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The article "Calculating a discounted price" discloses the calculation of a 
discounted price by multiplying a discount and the original price of an item and getting a 
discount answer, then subtracting the original price from the discount answer, thus 
getting a final discounted price. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MARISSA THEIN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
6764. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ryan Zeender can be reached on 571-272-6790. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Marissa Thein/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3627 

April 19, 2011 



